
125th Birth Anniversary of  
SYAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE

Syama Prasad Mookerjee was born on 6 July 1901 in Calcutta 
(now Kolkata) into a distinguished Bengali family. His father, Sir 
Ashutosh Mookerjee, was a renowned educationist and the Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Calcutta. Syama Prasad Mookerjee 
was academically gifted and completed his education at the 
prestigious Presidency College, Calcutta. He studied law at the 
University of Calcutta and, in 1926, joined Lincoln’s Inn in London, 
becoming a member of the English Bar in 1927.

As a young student, Syama Prasad Mookerjee was inspired 
by the growing freedom movement led by leaders like Mahatma 
Gandhi, which motivated him to dedicate himself to India’s 
independence. In the 1920s, he joined the Indian National Congress 
and became an active member of its youth wing. However, his 
vision for India, especially regarding the role of princely states 
and the structure of the Indian Union, was distinct. From 1943 to 
1946, he served as the President of the All India Hindu Mahasabha. 
Syama Prasad Mookerjee was elected to the Constituent Assembly 
from West Bengal. He actively participated in debates on minority 
rights, regional languages, and other key issues.

On 21 October 1951, Syama Prasad Mookerjee founded the 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh in Delhi. He strongly opposed the special 
status granted to Jammu and Kashmir under Article 370 and 
advocated its abrogation. During a visit to Jammu in August 
1952, addressing a massive gathering, he famously said, “I will 
either get you the Indian Constitution or sacrifice my life for it.” 
His slogan “One Nation, One Constitution,” reflected his belief 
in equal rights for all Indian citizens, regardless of their state. 
Syama Prasad Mookerjee maintained a strong connection with 
South India through his contributions to the fields of education, 
industry, and linguistic inclusivity. He served as the Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of Calcutta from 1934 to 1938 and was a member 
of the Council of the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, 
in 1935. As an educationist, he emphasised the importance of 
learning one’s mother tongue while appreciating other languages. 
He advocated for the inclusion of regional languages like Tamil and 
Telugu in university curricula.

As a Minister for Industry and Supply, he worked to support 
small-scale industries, including taking concrete steps to aid 
handmade matchstick producers in Tamil Nadu – such as tax 
relief and ensuring access to raw materials and transport. He also 
encouraged the Madras Government to organise these workers 

into cooperatives for long-term sustainability. These interventions 
highlight his commitment to inclusive national development 
and his engagement with concerns of the southern states. 
Integral Humanism, later shaped by Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, 
advocated a development model based on India’s cultural and 
civilisational values – balancing material progress with spiritual 
and cultural well-being. While the term became popular after 
Syama Prasad Mookerjee’s time, his ideas and speeches reflected 
this philosophy. He consistently emphasised that India’s progress 
should not blindly imitate the West but be rooted in its own 
cultural and moral foundations. Speaking at the 1936 convocation 
of Nagpur University, he stated: “Generally speaking, an Indian 
university must regard itself as one of the living organs of national 
reconstruction. It must discover the best means of blending 
together both the spiritual and the material aspects of life.”

Antyodaya, or the upliftment of the last person in society, 
was central to the social vision of leaders like Mahatma Gandhi 
and later Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya. While Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee did not use the term directly, his political and 
educational work emphasised justice, equality, and inclusion, 
particularly for the underprivileged. At the 1940 convocation 
of Agra University, he clearly articulated this thought: 
“Political and social justice requires, not the disintegration of a 
country and destruction or humiliation of a class which shows 
initiative, intelligence and drive, but equality of opportunity for all, 
genuine freedom for self-fulfilment, in which all men irrespective 
of caste or creed may share.” Syama Prasad Mookerjee’s luminous 
journey came to an untimely end on 23 June 1953, marking a 
solemn moment in India’s history.

The Department of Posts is proud to release a commemorative 
postage stamp on 125th Birth Anniversary of Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee, a visionary leader, educationist, and nationalist whose 
ideals continue to guide and influence India’s journey. This stamp 
is a tribute to his lasting contributions to India’s political and 
educational landscape, his commitment to national unity, and his 
belief in inclusive development rooted in Indian values.
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';kek çlkn eq[kthZ dh 125oha t;arh
';kek çlkn eq[kthZ dk tUe 6 tqykbZ 1901 dks dydÙkk ¼vc 

dksydkrk½ ds ,d çfrf"Br caxkyh ifjokj esa gqvkA muds firk lj vk'kqrks"k 
eq[kthZ çfl) f'k{kkfon~ vkSj dydÙkk fo'ofo|ky; ds dqyifr FksA ';kek 
çlkn vR;ar çfrHkk'kkyh Nk= FksA mUgksaus viuh çkjafHkd f'k{kk dydÙkk ds 
çfrf"Br çslhMsalh d‚yst ls iwjh dh vkSj rRi'pkr dydÙkk fo'ofo|ky; ls 
dkuwu dh i<+kbZ dhA 1926 esa os yanu esa ^fyadUl bu* ls tqM+s vkSj 1927 esa 
^bafXy'k ckj* ds lnL; cusA

';kek çlkn eq[kthZ ij muds Nk= thou ds nkSjku egkRek xka/kh tSls 
vxz.kh uk;dksa ds usr`Ro esa py jgs Lora=rk vkanksyu dk xgjk çHkko iM+kA bl 
vkanksyu us mUgsa ns'k dh Lora=rk ds fy, [kqn dks lefiZr djus gsrq çksRlkfgr 
fd;kA 1920 ds n'kd esa os Hkkjrh; jk"Vªh; dkaxzsl esa 'kkfey gks x, vkSj bldh 
;qok 'kk[kk ds lfØ; lnL; jgsA gkykafd dkaxzsl ds lfØ; lnL; gksus ds 
ckotwn Hkkjr ds lanHkZ esa mudk fotu fHkUu Fkk] fo'ks"kr% fj;klrksa dh Hkwfedk 
vkSj Hkkjrh; la?k dh lajpuk ds laca/k esaA ';kek çlkn eq[kthZ us o"kZ 1943 ls 
1946 rd vf[ky Hkkjrh; fganw egklHkk ds v/;{k ds :i esa Hkh dk;Z fd;kA 
if'pe caxky ls lafo/kku lHkk ds fy, fuokZfpr gq, ';kek çlkn eq[kthZ us 
vYila[;dksa ds vf/kdkjksa] {ks=h; Hkk"kkvksa vkSj vU; çeq[k eqíksa ij lafo/kku lHkk 
esa gqbZ ppkZvksa esa lfØ; :i ls Hkkx fy;kA

21 vDrwcj 1951 dks ';kek çlkn eq[kthZ us fnYyh esa Hkkjrh; tula?k 
dh LFkkiuk dhA os] vuqPNsn 370 ds rgr tEew&d'ehj dks fn, x, fo'ks"k 
ntsZ ds çcy fojks/kh Fks vkSj mUgksaus bls lekIr djus dh iqjtksj odkyr dhA 
vxLr 1952 esa vius tEew nkSjs ds nkSjku] ,d fo'kky tulHkk dks lacksf/kr 
djrs gq, mUgksaus dgk Fkk] Þ;k rks eSa vkidks Hkkjrh; lafo/kku çkIr djkÅaxk ;k 
fQj bl mís'; dh iwfrZ ds fy;s viuk thou cfynku dj nwaxkßA ^^,d ns'k] 
,d fo/kku^^ dk mudk ukjk] lHkh Hkkjrh; ukxfjdksa] pkgs os fdlh Hkh jkT; ds 
gksa] ds fy, leku vf/kdkjksa ds çfr muds –<+ fo'okl dks n'kkZrk gSA ';kek 
çlkn eq[kthZ us f'k{kk] m|ksx txr vkSj Hkk"kkbZ lekosf'krk ds {ks=ksa esa vius 
;ksxnku ds ek/;e ls nf{k.k Hkkjr ds lkFk lq–<+ laca/k LFkkfir fd,A o"kZ 1934 
ls 1938 rd os dydÙkk fo'ofo|ky; ds dqyifr jgsA 1935 esa os Hkkjrh; 
foKku laLFkku ¼vkbZvkbZ,llh½] csaxyw: ifj"kn ds lnL; Hkh jgsA ';kek çlkn 
eq[kthZ us ekr`Hkk"kk ds egRo ij cy fn;kA f'k{kkfon~ ds :i esa os ekr`Hkk"kk 
lh[kus ds lkFk&lkFk vU; Hkk"kkvksa dk Kku çkIr djus ds Hkh i{k/kj FksA mUgksaus 
rfey vkSj rsyqxq tSlh {ks=h; Hkk"kkvksa dks fo'ofo|ky;ksa ds ikBîØe esa 'kkfey 
djus dh Hkh odkyr dhA

m|ksx vkSj vkiwfrZ ea=h ds :i esa] mUgksaus y?kq m|ksxksa dk leFkZu fd;kA 
mUgksaus rfeyukMq ds ^gLrfufeZr ekfpl* mRikndksa dh lgk;rk ds fy, vusd 
Bksl dne mBk, tSls fd dj esa jkgr çnku djuk rFkk dPps eky ,oa ifjogu 
lqfo/kkvksa dh lqyHkrk lqfuf'pr djukA ';kek çlkn eq[kthZ us lrr fodkl 
ds y{; dks /;ku esa j[krs gq, eækl ljdkj dks bu m|ksxksa esa yxs Jfedksa ds 

dY;k.k gsrq lgdkjh lfefr;ksa ds xBu ds fy, Hkh çksRlkfgr fd;kA muds ;s 
dk;Z] jk"Vª ds lekos'kh fodkl ds çfr mudh çfrc)rk vkSj nf{k.kh jkT;ksa dh 
leL;kvksa ds çfr mudh laosnu'khyrk ds çrhd gSaA 

^,dkRe ekuookn* Hkkjr ds lH;rkxr vkSj lkaL—frd ewY;ksa ij vk/kkfjr 
fodkl e‚My vFkkZr~ HkkSfrd çxfr rFkk vk/;kfRed ,oa lkaL—frd dY;k.k 
ds chp larqyu cuk, j[kus ij tksj nsrk gSA ;|fi ;g fl)kar ';kek çlkn 
eq[kthZ ds thoudky ds ckn] M‚ iafMr nhun;ky mik/;k; ds fopkj ds :i 
esa yksdfç; gqvk] rFkkfi ';kek çlkn eq[kthZ ds fopkjksa vkSj Hkk"k.kksa esa bl 
n'kZu dh Li"V >yd ns[kus dks feyrh FkhA mUgksaus yxkrkj bl ckr ij 
tksj fn;k fd Hkkjr dh çxfr if'pe ds va/kkuqdj.k ij ugha cfYd Hkkjr ds 
lkaL—frd vkSj uSfrd ewY;ksa ij vk/kkfjr gksuh pkfg,A mUgksaus 1936 esa ukxiqj 
fo'ofo|ky; ds nh{kkar lekjksg esa dgk % ^^Hkkjrh; fo'ofo|ky;ksa dks  Hkkjrh; 
iqufuZekZ.k dh çfØ;k dk ltho vax gksuk pkfg,A lkFk gh] fo'ofo|ky;ksa 
dks ;g Hkh pkfg, fd os thou ds vk/;kfRed vkSj HkkSfrd] nksuksa] igyqvksa dks 
,dkdkj djus dh fn'kk esa iFk&çn'kZd dh Hkwfedk fuHkk,aA^^

vaR;ksn; vFkkZr~ lekt ds çR;sd O;fä ds mRFkku dk fl)kar] igys 
egkRek xka/kh vkSj ckn esa iafMr nhun;ky mik/;k; tSls vxz.kh usrkvksa ds 
lkekftd –f"Vdks.k dk dsaæfcUnq jgkA ;|fi] ';kek çlkn eq[kthZ us çR;{k 
:i ls bl 'kCn dk ç;ksx ugha fd;k] rFkkfi mUgksaus vius jktuhfrd vkSj 
'kS{kf.kd dk;Zdykiksa esa lHkh ds fy, fo'ks"kdj fiNM+s vkSj oafpr oxZ gsrq U;k;] 
lekurk vkSj lekosf'krk ij cy fn;kA o"kZ 1940 esa] vkxjk fo'ofo|ky; ds 
nh{kkar lekjksg esa mUgksaus vius bl fopkj dks Li"V :i ls O;ä fd;k fd% 
^^jktuhfrd vkSj lkekftd U;k; ds fy, fdlh ns'k dks fo?kfVr djuk ;k 
fdlh ,sls oxZ&fo'ks"k dk vfu"V ;k frjLdkj djuk t:jh ugha gS] tks bl 
çdkj ds U;k; ds fy, igy djs ;k mlds fy, çsfjr fn[ks] cfYd blds 
fy, tkfr ;k laçnk; ls Åij mBdj lHkh yksxksa ds fy, leku volj rFkk 
vkRe&lEeku ls thus dh okLrfod Lora=rk miyC/k djkuk visf{kr gSA^^ 
nqHkkZX;o'k] ';kek çlkn eq[kthZ dh thou ;k=k 23 twu] 1953 dks vle; gh 
lekIr gks xbZA ;g Hkkjrh; bfrgkl ds lcls ihM+knk;d {k.kksa esa ls ,d FkkA

Mkd foHkkx] nwjn'khZ usrk] f'k{kkfon~ vkSj jk"Vªoknh uk;d ';kek çlkn 
eq[kthZ dh 125oha t;arh ij Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, xoZ dk 
vuqHko djrk gSA muds vkn'kZ vkt Hkh gesa çHkkfor djrs gq, gekjk ekxZn'kZu 
dj jgs gSaA ;g Mkd&fVdV] Hkkjr ds jktuhfrd vkSj 'kS{kf.kd {ks= esa muds 
vlhe ;ksxnku] jk"Vªh; ,drk ds çfr mudh vVwV çfrc)rk vkSj Hkkjrh; 
thou&ewY;ksa ij vk/kkfjr lekos'kh fodkl ds çfr muds vfMx fo'okl dks 
çfrfcafcr djrk gSA
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